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TOYONAKA &§ SAN MATEO
SISTERC CIMTY EXCHANGE PROoOGRAM

Students Online Exchange vol.1
DATE: 2021/03/16 08:00~ in Japan
2021/03/15 16:00~ PST in California
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San Mateo Student Ambassadors ESS club members of LE
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DAISHO GAKUEN High school o

Participants: Members of ESS club of DAISHO GAKUEN High school
San Mateo student ambassadors and more!

Contents: *introduce oneself and QGA
* Speech Presentation by ESS club members etc.
*introduction of City of San Mateo by Ambassadors Discussion and QBA

http:/ /wwwi.city.toyonaka.osaka.jp/ http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/
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41 years of Friendship
Mitozo Kuwamura belongs in the Sister City Hall of Fame. Without his support and efforts to make the Goodwill
Baseball Exchanges a reality we would not have achieved the success that we have today.
In 1979 the City of Toyonaka and the City of San Mateo had already been Sister Cities for 16 years. During that
time several citizens from each city had visited their Sister City and a variety of items had been exchanged between
the two cities. In 1965 San Mateo presented Toyonaka a replica of the “El Camino Bell” which is still on display
outside Toyonaka City Hall. In 1965 Mayor Shimomura’s daughter, Takako, came to live in San Mateo and attended
San Mateo High School.In1966 Toyonaka donated several items to be placed in the new Tea Garden in San
Mateo’s Central Park and there were exchanges of art between students of each city that were displayed in the
libraries. A strong bond was beginning to develop between the two cities.
In 1979 | was working for the San Mateo Park and Recreation Department. | was a supervisor in the Athletics
Division coordinating youth and adult sports activities. | had heard about the Sister City relationship but never was
involved in any of the activities. In July of 1979 we were notified that Toyonaka wanted to send a baseball team to
San Mateo to celebrate the 10" Anniversary of the Boys Baseball Association and that our division was being
assigned the responsibility of planning all their baseball games and social activities while the group was in San
Mateo. We had never done anything like this before and hoped that we would be able to provide our guests a fun
and rewarding experience.
| will never forget how excited and nervous | was as we met the Toyonaka group at the airport. This was the first
time | had the honor of meeting Mr. Mitozo Kuwamura.
Although he was not the largest man in the group it was easy to see that he was the man in charge. As the group
assembled in the airport, | could see how the other adults and the young boys responded to his direction and
respected him as their “Group Leader”. During that week | was able to see the commitment and passion Mr.
Kuwamura had for the Toyonaka Boys Baseball program and for his strong desire to establish an ongoing
exchange with the boys baseball programs in San Mateo.
By the end of the week we knew that the baseball exchange program was going to become the driving force of the
Sister City relationship between our two communities.
In 1981 | was fortunate to be a member of the first baseball group to travel to Toyonaka. As we arrived at the Shin
Osaka Bullet Train station one of the first people to get my attention was Mr. Kuwamura. His smile and enthusiastic
reception once again made him stand out as one of the leaders of the group. He immediately made us feel welcome
and all those greeting us made it clear that we were about to experience something that no other resident of San
Mateo had ever dreamed of.
One of the most memorable moments of that trip for me was a night when the adults of the group were invited to
Mr. Kuwamura’s home for dinner. It was that night that | feel our friendship was solidified. Even though we could
not communicate without an interpreter, we knew that we had a special bond. We were proud of what began
between out two cities that week. We knew that the goodwill established as a result of those first two baseball
exchanges would continue to grow and more programs would be created because of what was started in 1979
and 1981.
There have been 20 Goodwill Baseball Exchanges and 1 Goodwill Softball Exchange since 1979. Over 400
players, plus hundreds of adult chaperones and most importantly hundreds of host families have benefited from
these programs. The goodwill and cultural understanding that has been gained because of these exchanges is life
changing. One of the constant factors in all of our exchanges is the input and support of Mitozo Kuwamura. From
that first exchange in 1979 through the most recent exchange in 2019, he was there.
I am very proud to have been able to call him my good friend. He will be missed by all. He will always have a

special place in the hearts of the people of San Mateo. April.2021 George Musante
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